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New Program Meets Needs of Nonprofit Leaders
The School of Public Administratio n at GVSU has begun a unique
program to address the needs of
directo rs o f no nprofit organizatio ns.
The Graduate Certificate Progra m in
Nonprofit Leadership, currently in its
first semester, provides instruction in
ad ministratio n a nd management for
individuals who_are unable to pursue
a full grad uate degree.

would need to be an agency administrator," she acids . "Now I'm learning and
unde rstanding what executives actually

"The certificate program came o ut
of a perception in the nonprofit
community that there was a gap in
practical knowledge fo r leadership,"
explained Martha Golensky, professor
in the School of Public Administration
who developed and teaches most of
the courses in the program. "There is
a tendency in the social service area
in particular for people to get
promoted to director o r management
positions with little or no education
in b udgeting, personnel policy,
working with a board, and fundraising. "

November 12: Janet Brashier, professor of Anthropology, spoke to third graders
abo·ut Indians of the Southwest and how they used corn.
She brought w ith her pottery
sherds and arrowheads.

The certificate program requires
stude nts to take 21 credit hours ,
including cou rses in public management, nonprofit sector, resource
development, and public policy.
Electives may be taken in specific
topics such as grant writing, strategic
planning, management of religio us
o rgan izations, and no nprofit boards.
Students who complete the certificate
may continu e to study for the full
42-creclit hour Masters in Public
Administration .
"The program really opens up a
whole new are na ," says Esther
Johnson, o ne of five students in the
program in its inaugural semester.
Johnson earned her MSW from Grand
Valley and curre ntl y works as a
program coordinator
fo r Arbor Circle in
Grand Rapids. "My
MSW didn 't rea lly give
me the training I

do. If I ever have the opportunity to be
in a leadersh ip position , this ed ucation
will serve me well."

Partnership Update: GVSU and Aberdeen
Tech/Matl-i Academy

November 26: Michael P.
Lombardo, associate professor
of Biology, gave a presentation o n the natural histo ry of
bears to second graders at
Aberdeen Tech/ Math Academy. He showed the stude nts
several skulls of mammals.

Janet Brashier talks with students from Jennj(er Jones ' third
grade classroom about early Native Americans and artjfr1cts.

December 6: Victoria SwenRegional Math and
Science Center consultant, and Eduardo
Sanchez of the Mu lticultural Cente r,
son,

e ngaged first grade students in awareness and app reciatio n activities re lated
to wetlands and rainforests.

Across Campus
Television Station Lends a
Hand to Promote Reading
WGVU-TV 35 and WGVK-TV 52
joined w ith Kent District and Grand
Rapids Public Libraries to celebrate
Natio nal Children's Book Week,
November 18-24.
Grand Valley's television statio n aired
10 o ne-minute spots featuring area
children "campaigning" for the ir favo rite
Reading Rainbow book, in a fo rmat
similar to that used on the popular PBS

series . Children ranged in age from 4-13
years.
Viewers were asked to pick up a
ballot at the ir local libraty o r book store
and vote for one of 15 Reading Rainbow books. The winning title was then
anno unced at libra1y branch "Victoty
Parties" held in November. The parties
also included a puppet show, refreshments, and Reading Rainbow prizes.
More than 1,000 ballots were returned
during the electio n, and both libraries
considered the project a huge success.
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Coming Events
Best Of WGVU Jazz Night
Holds CD Release Party at
The BOB

Faculty and Staff
Sketches

Faculty and staff membe rs are invited to
a CD release pany, sponsored by 88.5 FM
WGVU, to introduce its newly produced
"The Best of WGVU Jazz Night" disc. The
party begins Thursday, December 19, 9
p.m.-11 p .m. , at The BOB, 20 Monroe, NE ,
in downtown Grand Rapids.
"The Best of WGVU Jazz Night CD"
contains 10 selectio ns from WGVU Jazz
Night, which were recorded at San Chez
Bistro between Fall 1993 and Spring 1996.
All of the music is original material composed by Michigan jazz a1tists.

The GVSU Forum is
published by the Office of
University Comm unicatio ns
every Monday when classes are
in session and biweekly during
the summer. The submiss ion
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send
pu blicatio n items to Kathleen
Adams, ed itor, c/o the FORUM
cc:Ma il box. From off campus,
ema il fo rum@gvsu. edu.
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE o n the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu. edu/
Faculty and staff members
can find an o nline "Sketches"
submission fo rm on the Web
Site.

Performing at the CD release party w ill
be Detroit's Tim Brockett Qua1tet, which is
also featured o n the CD. Joining keyboardist
Brockett will be Oliver Nevels on guitar,
Keith Kaminski o n saxophone, and west
Michigan's Randy Marsh on drums .
"The Best of WGVU Jazz Night" CD will
be available for the special price of $9.95
plus tax at the release party only, a $2
discount off the retail price.
Season four of WGVU Jazz Night debuts
at The BOB o n Thursday, December 12,
w ith a performance by nationally acclaimed
saxophonist Greg Abate . Evidence, featuring
Michael Doyle is scheduled December 26.
Next month's bands include : Groov'tet,
January 2; to be anno unced , January 9;
Steve Wood Quartet, Janua1y 16; Jim Cooper
Quanet, Janua1y 23; and Keller/ Kocher
Qua1tet, Janua1y 30.
WGVU Jazz Night and the CD re lease
party are free and open to the public over
21 yea rs of age. No tickets are required. For
information call Michael Packer at x6714 o r
1-800-442-2771 .

Job Openings
Clerical, Office,Technical

TV Engineer, WGVU/WGVK - $16.34 - $17.35

Taking the "Dull" Out of
Dewey
Sherril Pryor, assistant professor in the
School of Education, joined four GVSU
graduate students at the Michigan Associatio n for Media and Education confe rence in
Detroit in the fall to present new and
exciting ways of "Taking the 'Dull' Out of
the Dewey Decimal System. " Pictured are ,
left to right, Pryor w ith Carolyn Reetz, Karen
Mosier, Erin Marsh and Diane Zoellmer, all
students of the Educatio nal
Technology/ Libra1y Media program. Their
presentation included innovative technology,
games and a list of resources fo r teaching
the system to ele menta1y and middle school
students.
continued on page 3

New Grand
Valley Associates
Thomas Dandridge , professor of
Entrepreneurship and director of Entre preneurship Center in the Seidman School
of Business. Former positions: associate
professor and director of the Small Business
Research Institute at Un iversity at Albany,
SUNY. Degrees earned: bachelor's degree in
Mechanical Engineering and master's
ce1tification and MBA from Cornell Unive rsity; Ph.D. in Management form UCLA.

Ken Kolbe, news director at WGVU-TV.
Former position: news director at WZZMTV. Degree earned: B.A. from Central
Michigan University.
Rita Cooper, secretary in the Psychology
Department. Former positio ns: secreta1y in
Chemist1y Department and clerical assistant
in Alumni Relatio ns at GVSU.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued f rom page 2
June Mamagona Fletcher, counselor
for Educational Connectio ns, presented
a classroom session on "Native American Spirituality" at Western Michigan
University. She also presented a
classroom session on "Native Americans
and the Educational Process" at GVSU.
Mamagona Fletcher is a member of
"The Multi-Cultural Year" planning
committee for Calvin College.
Sandra L. Miller and Linda D. McCrea,
assistant professors in the School of
Education , presented "Improving
Preparation for All Teachers: Piloting a
New Course" at the 19th Annual
Teacher Ed1.1cation Division of Council
of Exceptional Children Conference in
Washington , D.C. McCrea presented
"Classroom Community Building: Using
Children's Literature, Resources, and
Simulatio ns" at the same conference.
She also gave a lecture titled "Self
Assessment Tools: Refl ective Practice
w ith Preservice Teachers" at the
Meadow Brook Resea rch Conference
hosted by Oakland University .
Deborah Orth, assistant p rofessor of
Political Science, gave a talk to the
Grand Rapids Women's Club titled
"Interpreting the 1996 Election ."
William Baum, professor of Political

Science, gave a lecture at the Eberhard
Center about the collection of 40
posters of documentary photographs on
Nazi history and the Holocaust that
we re on display at the Eberhard Center.
Erika King, professor and chair of

Political Science, was o ne of three
pa nelists at GVSU's and Public Affairs
Associates' post-election forum at the
Eberhard Center. King also was a
moderator fo r the West Michigan
Chapter of the American Society for
Public Administratio n's pane l o n the
1996 election at the Women 's City Club.
Martha Golensky, assistant professor
in the School of Public Administration ,
presented a paper titled "The Impact of
Resource Diversificatio n on Decision
Making in Nonprofit Organizations" at
the Silver Anniversary Conference of the
Association for Research o n Nonprofit
Organizations and Voluntary Action in
New York City. Her co-presenter was
Janet Greenlee , of Penn State-Harris-

burg. Golensky also served as the chair
of the session on "Executive Leadership " at the conference.
Liz Storey, clinical field coordinator
for the School of Education , conducted
a half-day in-service for teachers at Ada
Christian School in Ada. The sessions
involved teachers in grades kindergarten through eighth on the topics of
new children's literature for elementary
classrooms and literature and stra tegies
to use in the content areas.
Susan Martin, associate professor of
Accounting and Taxation and chair of
the Accounting Department, copresented "Current Accounting Issues
Affecting Not-for-Profit Organizations. "
The presentation was part of the Fifth
Annual Financial Issues for Nonprofit
Organizations Seminar sponsored by
Beene Garter LLP and the Direction
Ce nter.
Brian Van Doeselaar, payroll manager,
presented "The How and the Why of
Laser Printing Payroll Checks" at a
conference of payroll and personnel
professionals in Louisville, Kentucky.
Sherril Evenson Pryor, assistant
professor in the School of Educatio n,
presented a paper titled "Extent of
Preservice Teacher Knowledge of
Gender-Equitable Expectations" at the
annual confe rence of the National
Coalition fo r Sex Equity in Education in
Princeton , New Jersey.
Don Pottorff, associate professor of
Reading in the School of Education ,
presented a research paper titled "The
Unheard Voices of Students in School
Reform" at the National College
Reading Associatio n Convention in
Charleston , South Carolina.
Janet Ruth Heller, visiting assistant
professo r of English, read her poetry at
John Rollins Bookstore in Kalamazoo.
Stacey Heisler, counselor in the
Educational Support Program, gave a
presentatio n at the Mid-America
Association of Educational Opportunity
Program Personnel in Fontana, Wisconsin. The presentatio n was titled "Student
Support Services Peer Mentor Programs:
Developing Strategies for Demonstrating
Their Impact. "

Janet Vail, research associate at the
Water Resources Institute, was a
delegate at the State of the Lakes
Ecosystem Confere nce held in Windsor,
Ontario. The invitation to this binational
conference w as as a result of affiliation
w ith the U.S. Environmental Protectio n
Agency Lake Michigan Forum w hose
quarterly meeting was hosted by WRI in
Grand Haven last summer.
Helen Westra, assistant professor in
the English Dep artment, presented a
paper titled "Divinity's Design: Jonathan
Edwards and the Histo ry of the Work of
Revival" at the Yale Jonathan Edwards
Conference held at the American
Philosophical Society in Philadelphia.
SuzA.nne Beckley, assistant professor
of Hospitality and Tourism Management,
hosted the fall board and general
membership meetings of the Michigan
Council of Hotel Restaurant and
Institutional Education . The meeting
was held at The Meadows with round
table discussio ns on two key topics:
"Improving Articulation " ( 4-year, 2-year
and high school programs) and "What
Computers Can Do and Not Do for
Teachers and Students."
Yolande Helm, from the Modern
Languages Department, presented a
pape r titled "La Litterature en derision
dans Jes textes d 'Amelie Nothomb" at
the South Central MLA Conference, in
San Antonio .

Georgianna T. Klein, assistant professor of Mathematics and Statistics,
attended the annual meeting of the
North Ame rican Chapter of the Psychology of Mathematics Education in
Panama City, Florida, w here she
presented a paper titled "Situations and
Functions."
Patricia Clark, associate professor of
English, has co-edited an anthology
from Blair Press of Prentice Hall. Titled
Worlds in Our Words: Contemp orary
American Women Writers, the anthology includes drama , fiction , poetry, and
nonfiction w ritings of one hundred
authors, as well as original interview s
w ith e ight of the writers. Clark has two
p oems of her own included, as well as
three interviews . The book is being

contin ued on page 4
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued from page 3
marketed as a text for composition, literature, or creative
writing classes.
Sue Davis, assistant professor of Political Science, was
elected to the executive committee of the Association for
the Study of Nationalities (ASN) at the annual meeting of
the American Association for Slavic Studies. ASN is committed to advancing the study of post-Soviet nationalities and
identity issues and is based in New York City. Davis was
selected to serve another term as chair of the Committee on
Sponsored Panels and Lectures for the ASN. In addition,
Davis recently completed writing a test bank for Allyn and
Bacon Publishing to go with the third edition of Karen
O'Connor and Lany J. Sabato's American Government: Roots
and Reform , which w ill be published in December.
Laura Gardner Salazar, professor in the School of Communication, is the author of "Act IV: Theatre Teacher Assessment and Evaluation," which appears in the
September/ October issue of Arts Education Policy Review.
Margaret Proctor, associate professor of Communications,
GVSU student Katherine Mayberry, and Rosalind Srb, former
assistant professor of English, published an article in the
November/ December 1996 issue of The Humanist titled
"The Agony of Deceit: Ladies' Night at the NBC Olympics. "
Victoria Swenson, Regional Math and Science Center
consultant, and Connie Widdis, clinical field coordinator
from the School of Education , presented "Children's Rainforest Workshop, Model for Multicultural Understanding and
Environmental Sustainability" at the School of Education's
elementa1y education professional development day.

Widdis also presented "Questions, Ghosts and Let's
Pretend" for the Inter-instituational Teacher Education
Council's Supervising Teacher Breakfast at Hope College.

Richard A. Gonce, professor of Economics, gave a talk
titled "Mises's Defense of Freedom" at a meeting of the
Department of Economics' Graduate Workshop on the
Histo1y of Economic Thought at Michigan State University in
East Lansing.
Jim Wolter, professor of Marketing, gave a lecture titled
"Thinking Outside of the Box: How Connectivity Is Changing Your Business" at a meeting of the GrandNet-Grand
Community Conference at the Grand Cente r.
Brian White, associate professor of English, presented
papers along with Jessica Bursma, a GVSU English major,
and Fred Slade, vice principal of Grand Rapids Central High
School. Their papers focused o n Grand Valley's collaborative relationship with Central High and were presented at
the National Council of Teachers of English conference in
Chicago.
Nancy Levenburg, director of Continuing Education, and
Howard Major, director of Distance Educatio n, presented a

paper titled "Using Assessment Data to Improve Distance
Education Courses" at the 1996 Lilly Conference on College
Teaching hosted by Miami University, in Oxford, Ohio. In
condu cting their presentation, Levenburg and Major
accessed the presentation file using a Netsca pe service
connection to the web . Anyone inte rested in viewing their
presentation can find it at: http :// www.gvsu. edu/ cedepres/
Roger Ellis, associate professor of Theatre in the School
of Communications, was recently re-e lected preside nt of the
Theatre Association of Michigan (TAM) at the group 's annual
meeting in Lansing. TAM helps to coordinate theatre
activities at all levels in Michigan including professional,
educational and amateur theatre . This is Ellis' third term as
president.

Donald Williams, Sr., dean of Mino rity Affairs, appeared
on GRTV with three students to discuss opportunities and
obstacles to higher education and advantages at GVSU.
Ram N. Singh, professor in the School of Social Work,
presented a paper titled "Vedanta: An Approach to Self
Psychology" at the Eighth International Congress of Vedanta
held at Oxford University in Miami .
Hajo Drees, assistant professor of German, organized a

panel and presentation for a workshop held at Michigan
State University in East Lansing. The proceedings of this
workshop will be published as teaching materials for
business German and German for the professions as a
supplement to the Goeth Institut Zertificat Berufsdeutsch
(certification in German for the professions).
Denita Steinbach Drees, visiting professor of Spanish, was
invited to the First Annual Congress on Latin American and
Spanish Writers in the U.S. that took place at the University
of Texas-Austin. Drees has been asked to write an article
summarizing the impact of this confe rence, and compile its
proceedings for publication. As a result of the conference, a
new organization has been formed called the Asociaci6n de
Escretires Iberoamericanos, and Drees has been elected
treasurer for the organization.

Calendar of Events
General
Thurs. , Dec. 19
9-11 p.m.: CD Release Party, Best of WGVU Jazz Night. The
BOB, 20 Monroe NE, Grand Rapids. Free. Call x6714.

Sports
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change .
Wed. , Dec. 18
7 p.m.: Women's Basketball at Madonna University, Livonia.
Sat. , Dec. 21

1 p.m.: Women's Basketball. WSU at GVSU.
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball. WSU at GVSU.
Mon. , Dec. 23

6 p.m. : Women's Basketball. Hillsdale College at GVSU.
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Hillsdale College at GVSU.

